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<Abstract>

A study on the Yeom Sang-seop’s full-length novel, Hyopung

kang, Yeunghoon

The purpose of this study is to examine Yeom Sang-seop’s recognition of the
reality and criticism appearing in Hyopung, Yeom Sang-seop’s full-length novel,
and grasp his diagnosis of the age and the future. Typical researches on Yeom
Sang-seop’s works were biased in the aspects of time and works, and negative
evaluations of his works related to liberated space were dominant. This study,
for reevaluating these typical researches, intends to elucidate these negative
evaluations by examining Hyopung, the only full-length novel among his works
related to liberated space.

His recognition of time and ideological intention that can be found in his
critiques, press activities, and behavioral practices are reflected in Hyopung. First,
he criticizes antinational behaviors through characters in the work. He showed
his criticism by negatively describing earthly characters such as Park Jong-ryul
and Lee Jin-seok, and those who do not have worries about or interests in the
present and the future of people but only seek their own benefits.

The policies of the U.S. that dominated South Korea after liberation were not
consistent in the aspect of ideology. Economic policies also failed, making lives
of people difficult. Criticism on the U.S. along with vigilance against their ‘power’
were reflected in Hyopung. He had crisis consciousness that the U.S. could be
another ruler, and responded to ‘English’, the language of the new ruling force.

In Hyopung, Yeom Sang-seop desires to overcome all the obstacles that hinder
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unity of people, and establish united national state by manifesting independent
national consciousness. He is giving a negative view to the old generation and
the existing system, urging awakening of the young generation for establishing
a new state. He is emphasizing this thought through value of Hye-ran who is
described positively throughout the work, and Byung-jik to whom Yeom
Sang-seop’s thought is directly reflected.

Hyopung is the only full-length novel related to liberated space, generally
reflects the reality of his age, and suggests the future direction for us. It is a
work that realizes the esthetics of realism, diagnosing and prescribing the reality,
not just stopping at reproducing detailed truth. And that Yeom Sang-seop, as
a contemporary writer, drew various characters in the interrelationship of the reality
shows his ability as a writer. Of course, the limitation of his nationalistic thoughts,
absence of clear direction and pivot, leads to somewhat regretful conclusion.
However, the study results of analyzing Hyopung in depth are expected to help
reestablish the literary/historic meaning of his works and himself, and vitalize

researches on his works in general.

key words: liberated space, Hyopung, nationalism, recognition of time, ideological

intention, realism



