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<Abstract>

The Aspect of Deconstruction of the Narrative

Space in Honbul

Kim, Su-yeon

In a novel, space is considered as ‘background’. Background is a situation
surrounding characters or incidences, and it can be a cue for understanding the
incidences regardless of whether it is a geological/natural environment or a
humanistic environment. Maean Village, the primary spatial background of Choi,
Myeong-hee’s full-length novel Honbul is described as the space setting up a
clear boundary within the consciousness of villagers based on a geological
composition. One thing to be noted is that this boundary, which is clear in the
first half of the work, comes to show the aspect of deconstruction having the
incidence, ‘the death of Madame Cheong-am’, as a turning point. Thus, this study
examined the process and the aspect that the space structuralized in Honbul and
its boundary are consolidated and deconstructed. That is, the boundary directly
established by a narrator comes to be deconstructed by characters in the narrative
process. The deconstruction aspect of the structuralized space goes along with
the conversion of the narrative flow, and the turning point is the very ‘the death
of Madame Cheong-am’. This proves that Madame Cheong-am is not just a

character but plays a role as one narrative tool dominating the whole work.

key words: Choi Myeong-hee, Honbul, narrative space, deconstruction



