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<Abstract>

Study on the Emotional Expression of Gasa at Manchuria

Exile during the Japanese Occupation

Shin, Song

Gasa literature that was written to describe the struggle for independence at
Manchuria during the Japanese Occupation (1910~1945) can be defined as ‘Gasa
at Manchuria exile’ or ‘Gasa literature of the place of exile’. The purpose of
this study is, targeting seven Gasa works written by those exiled to Manchuria
during the Japanese Occupation, to examine the emotional expression appearing
in the works.

Korea was reduced to a colony of Japan by the Korea-Japan Annexation Treaty
in 1910. Anti-Japanese struggle of Korean independence fighters became difficult
in Korean soil due to all-out suppression of imperial Japan and some of the fighters
tried to launch fights for independence in foreign lands. From November 1911,
with the Gyeongyi Railway connected up to Andong (% #{), China, Manchuria
which came to be included in the areas of activities for Koreans easily accessible.
Thus, intellectuals chose Manchuria as a new place of anti-Japanese fights to
avoid suppression of Japanese imperial forces in Korean soil, which leads to the
formation of exile literature centering on Manchuria.

Writers of Gasa in Manchurian exile came to experience dramatic changes in
their lives by joining independence movements during Japanese colonial period
and expressed them with Gasa. The Gasa works show the exiled people’s sadness

that they had to leave their homeland, longing for their parents and siblings, and
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anger that they lost their own country.

Thus, this study defined Gasa works created in the background of independence
struggle in Manchuria during Japanese colonial period as ‘Gasa in Manchurian
Exile’ and intended to lay the ground to discuss ‘Gasa in Manchurian Exile’
by classifying it as sub-categories of literature in exile.

Gasa at Manchuria exile examined in this study has the form of traditional
poetry containing the experience and life at Manchuria and related modern
experience and thought. Gasa at Manchuria exile has the value of literature history
in that it shows the co-existence of tradition and modernity during the Japanese
Occupation and was described by those exiled to Manchuria for struggle for

independence.

key words: the Japanese Occupation, struggle for independence, Gasa at Manchuria

exile, Gasa literature, emotional expression



