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<Abstract>

The meaning of Literary Autonomy

in Kim Hyun’s Criticism

Jeong, Mi-seon

As a core thesis of Kim Hyun’s criticism, the concept of literary autonomy
should be understood in relations of literary sociology. literary autonomy is a
topic that fundamentally associates with the birth of a genre called ‘Modern
Literature’ and has a meaning as a cultural fact most of all. At this point, Kim
Hyun’s emphasis on the fact that literature has autonomy makes us pay
attention to the field of contemporaneity, that is, practical aspects of literary
discourses.

The methodology of literary engagement in which Kim Hyun takes interest
makes him located in the antagonistic composition between pure and
engagement literature in the field of contemporary literature premising each of
literature and society as a constant. The thesis on literary autonomy means the
field of ambivalence between language as a product of the society and literature
as a form of linguistic reality. By the medium of language, he suggests three
inquiry domains of literary sociology, while explaining all the behaviors of
inversely looking into cultural crystallization actions as one of critics’ duties.

Overall, since Kim Hyun’s critical logics in interpreting the concept of
literary autonomy requires a constant discernment on the relationship between
literature and society that cannot be reduced only by different literary ideologies

such as purity and engagement, it can be regarded as a topic still having a
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criticism-historical significance.

key words: Kim Hyun, Kim Hyun’s Criticism, Autonomy of Literature, Literary

Engagement, Literary Sociology



