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<Abstract>

A Study of the Unconscious and Gender
Symbol Represented in the Novels of Oh

Jung—hee

Doh, Soo-young

This study considered the symbol of gender identity represented in
the novels of Oh Jung-hee from the perspective of the unconscious.
Gender identity in her novels is represented as a metaphor reflecting
the unconscious. The experience of loss of the narrator from the
childhood appearing in her works fails in completion of the process of
condolences, and is connected to internalization of the object of
identification. For this reason, the narrator is not able to acquire
gender identity as a woman and begins to build the wvision of
self-condemnation and  self-disillusionment. In other words, the
narrator cannot go through the process of replacing the object of
identification through attachment and integration with her mother in
the stage of losing her father, she allows the superego called “father”
to be installed in her unconscious. The male superego installed in the
narrator's unconscious leads the fury of loss to be directed to herself,
and creates disillusion towards female gender. Nonetheless, the

unstable and distorted gender identity of the narrator changes in “The



old well” written in the late stage of production of the novelist. This
work “The old well” transforms into a narrative replacing the
mternalized object of identification through the metaphor reflecting the
unconscious of the narrator. The narrator in this work recalls her
memory to interpret and designate it, until she achieves to separate
superego installed by other, and seeks for formation of independent
gender identity. It is possible to confirm that the experience and
consciousness of the writer Oh Jung-hee are closely connected with
the narrator of her own work, in the middle of this process. This
demonstrates that the research of female sense of identity, which Oh
Jung—hee has been maintaining through her creation, is not irrelevant
to female sense of identity of her own.

Key words: The unconscious, Metaphor, Experience of loss, Identification, Gender identity
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