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<Abstract>

A Study on Jeon Gwang-yong’s Short

Stories
- Focusing on Kapitan Lee

Choi, Chang-geun

Representative works of literature of certain period are the result
and also process of numerous discourses. Especially, in the country
that went through a period of rapid changes, the works of Korean
literature connote a variety of ideologies. Diverse values rose and fell
during the time of liberation in 1945, the Korean War, industrialization
and democratization. Many works of literature appeared with cheers
and vanished with silence in the period.

Kapitan Lee survived as one of the classic literary works through
turbulence, and was honored with the Dong-in Literary Award in
1962. Jeon Gwang-yong maintained distance from trends and adhered
to his point of view on literature, even though his contemporary
writers were inclined towards existentialism Granting the Dong-in
Literary Award was the appreciation of his consistent endeavor and
passion.

It seems necessary to think, however, that the literary award was
not solely determined by the quality of the work. AKapitan Lees plot
i1s comparatively loose, and also the historical point of view of the



work is unsatisfactory. The co-winner of the award, Lee Ho—cheol,
supplemented the shortcomings.

Jeon Gwang-yong’s novels are correlated with the status of
mtellectuals. Lee In-guk of Kapitan Lee is not only a pro—Japanese,
also an opportunist and sycophant. The background of novelizing the
character Lee In-guk originated from intellectuals’ crisis awareness.
After liberation, the intellectuals were in a dillema, standing between
modernization and nationalism. The dictatorial regime was also
restriction on their principles and movements. Jeon Gwang-yong
published a number of novels concermning intellectuals or academism in
this period. Therefore, Kapitan Lee or other novels are narratives that
address the reactions of intellectuals to the difficult times.

Key words: Jeon Gwang-yong, Lee Ho—cheol, Aaoitan Lee Intellectuals, Academism,
The Dongin Literary Award, Dictatorial regime
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